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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
JABARI GIBBS
INKWELL DIGIITAL EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Hello, my name is Jabari Gibbs, I am your new Editor-in-Chief for
Digital Publication and Daily News. I am a sophomore majoring in communication studies.
I am thrilled to start this next semester and deliver the most accurate
and up to date news for here on the Armstrong Campus.
And simply put my loyalty and commitment is to you (our readers) I
am dedicated to deliver the truth and put all the relevant information
that is happening around campus.
I am also encouraging an open level of communication, if you want
something covered or think something is important, please feel free to
email me at jg29855@georgiasouthern.edu or even approach me and
you could even come to the Inkwell office here in the Memorial College
Center.
Ultimately, I’ll let our coverage speak for itself since I subscribe to the
notion of talk is cheap.
Jabari Gibbs
Inkwell Digital Editor-In-Chief
jg29855@georgiasouthern.edu

Free COVID-19 Testing

Ga Southern Offering Free Testing on Armstrong Campus
BY DUNCAN SLIGH
Editor-in-Chief

Georgia Southern will be offering free COVID-19 tests to students and faculty with an
Eagle ID at the Armstrong Center, Monday through Friday, from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM.
New students need to acquire a physical form of their Eagle ID to present to the nursing
staff to receive their swab. New students who do not have their card or a picture will not be
tested.
Those reporting symptoms will receive a rapid antigen test and can expect to receive
their results before departing the Armstrong Center. Asymptomatic students will receive a
polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test and will likely receive their results 24 to 72 hours after
receiving their test.
For more information on the University System of Georgia’s response to COVID-19 and
the recent Omicron variant, visit the CDC’s website, which has been repeatedly cited as the
source of the USG guidelines.
The Inkwell will continue to update readers on how COVID-19 will impact students for
the Spring 2022 semester.
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Characterizing the Discourse
Surrounding COVID
775,000

Cases per day as of Jan 11. 2022
BY JABARI GIBBS
Editor-in-Chief

COVID-19 has upended day-to-day life on an
unprecedented scale unlike anything ever seen before.
No one could have ever expected anything like this
pandemic; it caught the world by surprise and has left
humanity searching for solutions. Moreover, it has led
to a discordant society split between the vaccinated and
unvaccinated, which has yielded its line of discourse.
This discourse has reached an all-time high after this
past holiday season with the emergence of the Omicron
variant of COVID-19. Cases have surged upwards again,
with an average of over 775,000 points per day in the
United States as of Jan 11. 2022 smashing the previous
record of 250,000 daily cases seen in December 2020. To
further illustrate the devastation of the virus, on Jan 10,
cases reached 1,417 493, the first day of the spring 2022
semester. Conversations about how to attack the fast-

250,000

Cases per day seen in Dec 2020

growing variant have been rampant.
Some have brought up how studies have shown
how the Omicron is less severe in the context of
hospitalization. But the recent caveat to that has been
the fact that complacency is dangerous, and the high
volume of cases can disregard the mitigation of severity.
Essentially if large amounts of people require hospital
care, then a new onset of problems can occur, such as
hospital capacity getting reached.
Another area of dispute has been whether the current
vaccines could be truly effective against the Omicron.
Some have suggested that the Omicron variant would
require adjustments of the existing vaccines against
Omicron. The answer is that the current vaccines (Pfizer,
AstraZeneca, and Moderna) all target the same spike
protein. Both the Delta and Omicron variants have
been strikingly similar in this protein. If the variants
had a significant difference in the spike protein, then a
redesign of the vaccines would likely be necessary.

A recent study from the U.K Health Security Agency
suggested that a “third or booster vaccine offers
substantial additional protection against the risk of
symptomatic COVID-19 for Omicron”.
“In my best view the best news in the study is the
observation that the booster is highly effective at
reducing serious illness from Omicron,” said Professor
James Naismith, from the University of Oxford.
On a more local scale, the City of Savannah reinstated
the city’s mask mandates in all city-owned and operated
facilities. The mayor reduced the mandate back in
November, but the City reinstated the policy in response
to the growing Omicron. The mayor has also urged
private businesses to require masks, but it’s ultimately
left to the owners’ discretion.
The key now is to stay safe; the Omicron is growing
and has no discrimination; the virus can infect anyone.
Therefore, infection prevention is essential.

If you are not vaccinated, the CDC recommends:
-Wash hands with soap and water for at
least 20 seconds. If soap isn’t available,
use a hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol.
-Stay home if you’re sick
-Avoid touching nose, eyes, and mouth.
Use a tissue to cover a cough or sneeze,
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then dispose of it in the trash.
-Wear a mask that fits snugly over your
nose, mouth, and chin.
-Keep about 6 feet between yourself and
others.
-Use a household wipe or spray to disinfect surfaces that are frequently touched.
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HOW STUDENTS FEEL
ABOUT MLK DAY
BY JABARI GIBBS
Editor-in-Chief

Today we commemorate Dr. Martin Luther King and his long-lasting legacy that’s had
an unquestionable effect on our society. Today we observe a man who urged the world to
judge others by the content of their character rather than their skin color. Furthermore, today
we celebrate a man who delivered one of the most iconic speeches in American history.
Therefore, I asked some students around campus for their opinions on the MLK holiday and
MLK in general.

Q: How do you feel about MLK day?
A
A

: I think it is a proper appreciation for somebody we really only talk about once a year.
(Carmen-Biology)

: I feel that it is good that we have a day that highlights the life of Dr. Martin Luther King
and all his accomplishments. So, I think that it is a fantastic holiday. (Lewis-Biology PreMed)

A

:I feel that it is not broadcast enough, especially in the region we’re currently in. MLK
definitely had some significance here in Savannah as well. MLK presented the first-ever
“I have a dream” speech here in Savannah. So as far as the amount of media coverage that
people give, it is rather slim. So I feel that it needs to be an improvement in that. (RodolfoPsychology)

Q: Do you think MLK would
approve of how we treat each
other nowadays? Why?
A
A
A

: I do and I don’t, because not everyone believes in discrimination, but also, you
know, it still happens today. (Jocelyn-Nursing)
: No, I don’t think he would approve of how we treat each other; it has been a lot
of hate recently. (Carmen-Biology)

: Absolutely not; everybody still only sees what everybody can see. No one
really cares about what’s on the inside. And I feel like he was always big about
not caring what people saw. Outside and inside. (Aubrie-Secondary Education)

Q: What does MLK’s legacy
mean to you?
A
A
A

: It means everything to me; it’s like a constant reminder of progress for the black
community, like a cornerstone of black excellence. (Adarryl-Sports Management)
:I think that it means just treating people like humans. Seeing that we should all
be together, we don’t always act that way. (Joey-Physical Therapy)

: To me, it is especially significant; I am a Savannah historian, so as far as his
legacy, I feel that MLK’s movement is very significant to us as a culture. Much
like our foundation, we were founded on the idea that all men are created equal, so I
feel that it’s a very significant impact. We have strayed upon that from our Founding
Fathers, but he’s tried to prove that from the Founding Fathers’ ideas, so that would
be my take on it. (Rodolfo-Psychology)

We should all appreciate Dr. Martin Luther King and his efforts to make the world a better
place. Everyone should take a minute to reflect on how they treat others and how to improve their
character. I’m sure MLK would admire you if you did so, Happy Martin Luther King Day!
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NFT?
What is an

BY JABARI GIBBS
Editor-in-Chief

We have recently seen the rise of NFT’s or Non-Fungible Tokens all
over social media. The craze produced $25 billion in sales in 2021. Many
celebrities such as John Cena, Eminem, Snoop Dogg, Shawn Mendes
and many more have helped catapult this cryptocurrency phenomenon.

What are NFT’s?

NFT’s are essentially digital tokens that provide proof of ownership
records in cryptographic metadata, making them exclusive to the buyer.
When looking at the actual name “NFT,” the word fungible means
replaceable, so NFT by definition means a non-replaceable digital
token. That may sound foreign to you but putting it simply, NFT’s are
used to prove ownership of an exclusive object.

What are the Different
Kinds

NFT’s come in various forms such as art, video game items, music,
event tickets, trading cards/collectibles, memes, domain names,
ownership records, virtual fashion and miscellaneous online items.
They can be just about anything that you can think of. For instance,
former Twitter CEO Jack Dorsey sold the first tweet ever as an NFT for
over $2.9 million. “The Merge” NFT by digital artist Pak had sales that
reached $91.8 million due to an abundance of people buying massive
pieces of the art piece.

Why are they so
Popular?

The advocacy of celebrities has had a profound effect on the popularity
of NFT’s. However I believe that the exclusivity of NFT’s primarily
drives their popularity. Once you purchase an NFT, you are the only
person in the world who has that particular NFT; using uniqueness
as a selling point has never really been explored. Furthermore, digital
goods have been sold online before but not with the appealing aspect
of exclusivity.

Are they here to stay,
and why are they so
scrutinized?

In my honest opinion, I think that it is unfair to loop an entire industry
into a stigmatized space. I believe that vast ignorance of the phenomenon
leads to mass distrust and condemnation of NFT’s. Simply put, society
hates what it doesn’t understand and despises ambiguity. Ultimately,
I think that NFT’s can serve a variety of utilities. However, I forecast
issues like piracy to be a concern for the industry.
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Movie
Review:

Adam McKay Delivers a
Bloated Version of a Potentially
Great Film

BY DUNCAN SLIGH
Editor-in-Chief

Adam McKay, writer and director of the 2021
film “Don’t Look Up,” has had a remarkable
career.
The mastermind behind “Step Brothers,”
“The Other Guys,” and “The Big Short” has
adjusted his career one film at a time, moving
slowly from distilled, goofy hilarity to more
nuanced satire. “The Big Short” and “Step
Brothers” are two entirely different types of
movies, but both are hilarious. I’m a huge
fan of McKay’s work and I think he does an
excellent job of finding humor in any situation.
When “Don’t Look Up” was announced
along with its subject matter and cast, I was
excited. It’s a concept that’s perfect for McKay’s
dark wit, and I’m a huge fan of Leonardo
DiCaprio, Jennifer Lawrence and just about
every member of this film’s cast. I readily
anticipated this movie’s release for several
months.
But this film frustrated me, and not in a good
way.
I want to start with the positive. The
performances in this movie are fantastic. I
think it’s a great role for DiCaprio. Lawrence
is hilarious and relatable. Meryl Streep adds
incredible energy with her performance and
the rest of the ensemble does a great job. I have
absolutely no issues with the cast of this movie
and the performances they give (even if Ariana
Grande lays it on a little thick at times.)
These performances speak to McKay’s
talent as a director. He always gets amazing
performances from his actors and this film is
no exception. When this movie is humming it’s
because of the performances. The acting in this
film is simply brilliant.
But the writing isn’t, and that’s where I’m
let down by this film. For starters, it’s just too
long. I rewatched “The Avengers” recently
and there is no reason for this movie to be as
long as that one (“Avengers” is only 5 minutes
longer.) McKay could have cut 30 minutes from
this film, and the pacing would have benefited
tremendously.
The other problem with the writing is that
it feels, for lack of a better word, pretentious.
That’s the best way I can describe it. Too
often it feels like this movie is Adam McKay
condemning or angelifying every individual
aspect of modern society. According to this
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movie, everybody sucks except scientists.
I can feel McKay’s frustration, and I can
understand it to an extent. The comet coming
towards Earth is clearly a metaphor for climate
change, but it’s misguided. The fight against
climate change is much more complicated than
the scientists being right and everyone else
being wrong.
Climate change is a challenging problem to
deal with and is far from a new issue, making
it a much different scenario than a novel threat
approaching and us having to figure out a way
to deal with it.
There’s even a joke in the film about
Hollywood releasing a $300 million movie the
day the comet is supposed to hit. I don’t know
if that joke was intentionally ironic or not,
considering this film cost about $75 million to
make (even if $75 million is a relatively low
Hollywood film budget, that’s still a heck of
a lot of money), but it felt a touch hypocritical
considering the message that the money
towards the film could help solve the issues at
hand.
Which leads me to the biggest question I
have for this movie: What’s the solution? The
film doesn’t provide one other than “Believe
all scientists.” And that’s ridiculous because
plenty of scientists have been bought out
by politics throughout history. You can find
scientists today that disagree on all kinds of
things, especially huge issues such as COVID
regulations.
This film does not have enough nuance,
which is a shame because there is a beautiful
film hiding here somewhere. I loved the quiet
moments that focused on the characters.
I nearly cried at the ending because I cared
about the people in this movie, but I was so
distracted by the heavy-handed critique of all
non-scientific aspects of western culture.
I understand that it’s a satire, but the best
satires are well-measured, they don’t overstep
their bounds and they’re more concerned about
the story’s substance than the virtues of their
message.
I would love to see an hour and a half
version of this movie, one that focuses more on
the characters, less on the sins of our society
and offers potential solutions to existential
crises. It can still be a pessimistic satire with
more subtlety and more heart, and less anger
and venom.
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Across
1. Give and take
5. Emeril, for
example
9. Containing
poison
11. Pushes hard
13. Circus ring
14. Setting
15. “Undoubtedly”
16. Game on horseback
19. Besides that
20. Military operation surrounding
a city
22. Military offensive
26. Events held in
garages
31. From the bottom of one’s heart
32. Vegetable with
eyes
33. California is

one
34. Entrance
35. “Star Trek”
setting
37. “What are the
___?”
41. Person who
practices
42. Winnie-thePooh’s gloomy
friend
45. Firearm, e.g.
47. Fool
49. Underlying
50. Leadership
group
51. Lose color
52. Like a billionaire’s pockets
Down
1. Remain
2. Donned
3. Sacks
4. ATM number
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5. Vital life force, in
acupuncture
6. Ankle danger
7. Fiendish
8. Service charges
10. Tablets’ alternative
11. City pollution
12. Go after
17. Like some
garage floors
18. “Live and ___
Die” movie
21. Limited to a
small circle
22. Promotions
23. Sink, as the sun
24. Bass’s home
25. Suitable
27. Supped
28. “__ and Order”
29. Time of arrival,
abbr.
30. Sushi sauce
32. Step

34. It’s pumped
36. Football maneuver
37. Night flying
bird
38. Turn a ___ ear
to
39. Information
40. Sprinted
42. Intern, for one
43. Holding a
grudge, say
44. Footfall
46. “___ night
love affair,” Bryan
Adams
48. Parent
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Agrees
Ahead
Asks
Atop
Aunt
Barely
Baron
Bead
Beds
Blog
Blue
Bodies
Bony
Book
Canes
Clip
Crib
Curl
Done
Dorm
Dots
Draining
Dude
Dysfunction
Each
Earl
Ease
Edit
E-mail

SOLVED:

Euro
Even
Exist
Extra
Facade
Fall
Feds
Flip
Foot
From
Gala
Gauge
Gear
Glaring
Guru
Harden
Hatch
Hated
Heights
Hiss
Hits
Holy
Hugs
Idea
Idol
Immensely
Issue
Jihad
Layout
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Lazy
Leak
Lean
Lift
Limb
Lots
Louder
Lust
Mayor
Mead
Mere
Mess
Months
Motif
Mute
Obey
Onto
Opens
Overt
Owed
Peril
Pink
Plead
Rare
Rats
Rear
Sage
Sail
Seas

Send
Since
Sing
Sins
Skier
Soot
Sorted
Spin
Strive
Sued
Tabs
Tides
Tier
Time
Tourism
Towers
True
Under
Upon
Used
User
Vast
Vial
Visas
Washing
Wear
Wins
Yard

